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Aristotle “Book III”

Aristotle’s “Book III” covers a lot of ground. Actions: voluntary and involuntary, choice, deliberation, wish, and the topic of a man as responsible agent. 


Aristotle goes into detail about how voluntary actions can be praised or blamed and ironically how involuntary actions are sometimes pardoned and even pitied. Then the statement, which I liked, arose, which said that voluntary and involuntary actions do not matter to the virtuous. It only matters to the lawgivers because they are the deciders of honors and punishments. 


Aristotle also discusses choice, which is a voluntary action and closely related to virtue, and choice is as Aristotle says a better criteria for judging character than even actions will do because actions do not tell you their underlying motivation because with actions the motivation may be deceitful. However, choice is limited because some people don’t have choice (mentally challenged, children, animals), while they still have voluntary and involuntary actions. 


Aristotle (paragraphed alliteration) also touches on wishes. Wishes are things, which are concerned with the end. I believe that people wish for things that are seem good, but may not actually be good for them. I purchased a lottery ticket because I want to be wealthy so that I can purchase goods and make myself happy. But, I forgot that I had to pay tax and now I realized that I owe almost $500,000 to the government. I wished for something that seemed good but ended up with something that wasn’t particularly good. 

